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Westward Expansion 
What is it?
Why did it happen?
What were the
  consequences?
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Westward Expansion 
Video Comparison

2. Manifest Destiny Rap

1. School House Rock -Elbow Room
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Homework: Ch. 9-1 in homework packet

Entrance task: Pick up the two new packets

: New Unit = Westward Expansion of the US

Homework: Ch. 9-1 in homework packet
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And away we go!

Entrance task: THINK - What was it like 
for  who traveled west?

Today Migrating to the West

Homework: None

The Santa Fe trail from
Independence, Missouri to
Sante Fe, New Mexico became
one of the most important
trade routes in the western
hemisphere by the early 1830s

The US had strong economic
ties with Texas and New
Mexico long before they were
part of the nation
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The Oregon Trail The only
practical corridor
to the western
US & path
through the
mountains
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10 miles a day = 6 months
Some go through 10 pairs of boots
Half are children
1 in 5 women are pregnant
Many save for 5+ years to go west

- $5,000 for oxen
10 graves per mile (20,000 die heading west)

The Donner Party
9 wagons traveling together 
are overcome by the winter of 

1846-1847 in the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains

Nearly half of the 89 people 
die. Those who live are 

stranded for 5 months . . . with 
only 3 weeks of food.

The Story of US - 10 min.
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Buffalo hunt 3:13
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Homework: None
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Go west, young man!
Entrance task: Think: What is the difference 
between westward expansion and US 
imperialism?

Today: Westward expansion of the USA

Homework: Ch. 9-2 
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1803

1818

1819

1845

It would give the US free 
access to the port of New 
Orleans and the Mississippi 
River

It was purchased 
from the French 
for $15 million

Clarified the northern border 
of the Louisiana Purchase

Gained by a treaty 
with Britain

Americans had settled there, gov. had 
intervened (revolts, runaway slaves, 
Native hostilities). Residents were 
more American than Spanish

Gained by a treaty 
with Spain. US paid $5 
million to Americans and 
forfeited claims to Texas

Americans were there with 
slaves; Mexico tried to restrict 
it. 1836 - Lone Star Republic 
1845 - annexed into US

Mexican-American War

1846
Lots of Americans were there. 
Lewis & Clark expedition and 
the fur trade, plus the desire 
to expand - Manifest Destiny

Agreement with 
Britain, which didn't 
want to war over it

1848 Texas was now part of the US. A 
boundary dispute over the Texas/
Mexico border led to war

War with Mexico, ended by 
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo.  
US paid $15 million 

1853 US wanted to extend a  
railroad line through the 
land to California

Bought from 
Mexico for $10 
million

1867
Seward's Folly - Russia 
wanted to sell and the US 
wanted to expand, didn't want 
Britain to buy it

Bought from 
Russia for 2 cents 
per acre - $7.2 
million

1898
American Sugar growers 
wanted to avoid US 
tariffs

US planters deposed the 
Queen. Pres. Cleveland 
opposed annexation, but next 
president (McKinley) 
approved
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Go west, young man!

Homework: Ch. 9-2 

"Remember the Alamo"
Entrance task:  What does the phrase 
above reference?

Today: The annexation of Texas

Homework: Ch. 9-3
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QUIZ - OPEN NOTE

1. Give one reason why the Anglo-Texans wanted independence from Mexico.

2. What did people who wanted to "annex Texas" want to do?

3. What is the significance of the 49th parallel?

4. Give one advantage that the US had in the Mexican-American War.

5. Short answer: To what extent was the US justified in its actions in      
Texas?

Spanish control 
in North America
Spanish priests built 
forts) along California coastline 
and converted Native Americans 
to Christianity

* Centers of trade
* Natives resented Spanish 
  authority over the land & 
  labor
* Mexican population grew as 
  native population declined
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Mexican Independence - 1821

* California, Texas, 
  New Mexico gave 
  men the right to 
  elect reps to new 
  Mexican government

* wanted more
political control

* wanted a
guarantee
for slavery

Why did the Texans 
want independence 
from Mexico?

1822 - first Am. settlers
1824 - 2000 Americans (Mexico offered cheap 
land & tax break to settlers)
1830 - 7,000 Americans (2x as many Mexicans)
1830 - Mexican ban on US immigrants & 

     new slaves
1834 - Gen. Santa Anna becomes a military dictator 

of Mexico.
1835 - 30,000 Americans - wanted more control

(autonomy)
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1835 - Texans rebelled against 
Mexican rule  & declared 
independence

3:52 The Alamo

December 1835 - 13 day 
siege of 200 Americans 
verses Santa Anna's 
forces, ultimately ending 
in the death of more than 
180 of the 200 Texans.
(Davy Crockett, James 
Bowie, William Travis)

Helped invigorate the 
independence movement
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Rio Grande

Nueces River

Sam Houston elected as president
Constitution modeled US constitution
and forbade interference with 
slavery
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The Annexation Debate

James Polk

Gen. Santa Anna

Sam HoustonHenry Clay

"Annexation and war with 
Mexico are identical. Now, for 
one, I certainly am not willing to 
involve this country in a foreign 
war for the object of acquiring 
Texas. . . I regard all wars as 
great calamities, to be avoided, if 
possible, and honorable peace as 
the wisest and truest policy of 
the country."   Henry Clay
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James Polk (elected President in 1844)

"None can fail to see the danger to our safety and 
future peace if Texas remains an independent state 
or becomes an ally or dependency of some foreign 
nation more powerful than herself. is there one 
among our citizens who would not prefer perpetual 
peace with Texas to occasional wars, which so often 
occur between bordering independent nations?"

Arguments AGAINST
Annexation of Texas

Arguments FOR
Annexation of Texas
* Southern states wanted

another slave state

Mexico
* Fear that Britain was too

involved there
* Manifest Destiny
* 1844 Democratic

presidential candidate
James Polk

* Northern states did NOT
want another slave state

between US & Mexico
* 1844 Whig party

presidential candidate
Henry Clay
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The Oregon 
Compromise

Polk promises the 
north Oregon in 
exchange for support 
to annex Texas but 
compromised with 
Britain in 1846 at the 
49th parallel
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Rio Grande

Nueces River

4:51 min

 Westward Expansion 
Hispanic North America

Homework: Ch. 9-3



Complete Manifest Destiny.notebook

Americans
went west for many reasons,
unintentionally killing other cultures
and taking land for themselves for
their benefit.
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What was the 
significance of the Wilmot 
Proviso?

Mexican-American

1846-1848

Only days after the Treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo was signed, gold was 
discovered at John Sutter's mill just 
east of Sacramento, California - land 
that now belonged to the USA
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5:50 The Story of US (Gold Rush)

7 things you may not know about the 
California gold rush

1. The Gold Rush was the largest mass migration in U.S. history.

2. The Gold Rush attracted immigrants from around the world.

3. The Gold Rush was a male-dominated event.

4. Early sections of San Francisco were built out of ships abandoned by 
prospectors.

5. Prospecting for gold was a very costly enterprise.

6. More fortunes were made by merchants than by miners.

7. Thousands of Gold Rush prospectors got rich—but John Sutter  wasn’t         
one of  them.
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The Age of Andrew Jackson

: Listen to this song . . .  what
does it have to do with what you've been studying?

 1.  Evaluate the role the common man had in 
                Andrew Jackson's election 
           2.  Assess Jackson's actions the Indian Removal Act

Homework: Ch. 7-5
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Election of 1828

Page 5 in Classwork packet
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His support came from 1000s of new, less-wealthy

to voting)

with Jacksonian Democrats).   This became known as
person

Kitchen Cabinet

limited government
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President Andrew Jackson

   because of his interest in the common
   man rather than the wealthy elite
* Faced several major crises during his term

* Bank Conflict
* Use of veto power
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* Controversy between Georgia and Cherokee Indians
* Supreme Court Chief Justice = John Marshall
* Cherokees under US Jurisdiction, free from Georgia

* Worcester sentenced to four years in Jail. He appealed
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Classwork: p. 9-10

Homework: Ch. 7-5

Entrance task: Think: How would you
characterize Jackson's presidency - positive or
negative? Why?

: The Four Jackson Crises and

Homework
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President Andrew Jackson

* Use of veto power
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